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discord and enmity among the peoples themselves by
inciting one nationality against another as a means of
crippling resistance and diverting attention from the real
enemy. To achieve this end more readily, the boundary-
lines of the artificial provinces were arbitrarily fixed in
order to cut national groups into two or more parts. Thus
the frontier line divided the Kirghiz into two groups, some
of whom found themselves in the Turkestan province and
some in the province of the steppes, and both under
different governors-general. The Uzbeks were separated
in a similar manner, one section thrown into the same
province as the Turcomans. Nationalities were purposely
divided and purposely joined up with hostile peoples to
foment enmity and oppression and inter-tribal strife.

In other areas pogroms, on a wide scale, were organized.

Joseph Stalin swept the whole of this aside and taught a
new way with minorities. His actions in this respect
constitute one of his unique contributions to the new socialist
experiment. With Lenin and his fellow-communists he
accepted the common economic basis of socialist economic
life; the abolition of exploitation, profit-making, and
competition. He perceived, however, that it was possible
that national cultural ideals can co-exist side by side within
a single economic order and within a single political State
in which the same economic ideal was held.

There was nothing, to put it concretely, to prevent work-
men of Georgia, who accepted the socialist thesis of a non-
exploiting, non-profit-making society, from living under
the same widespread economic ideal with workmen of
Belorussia in the extreme west, Sakhalin island in the
extreme east, or Uzbek in the centre; and yet each of them
freely thinking, speaking, and writing in their own language;
and possessed of liberty to develop their own culture and
institutions. It is no more necessary to force national
minorities to accept the national cultural ideal of the
majority within the same economic system than it is necessary
for an Indian to divest himself of Indian national culture
when he plays cricket with an English team. One thing
only is required of an Indian cricketer: he must observe the
rules of cricket. And one thing only is required of Georgian,